Social Studies and World Citizenship

The necessity for international co-operation is recognized
perhaps even better still by men of science with their inter-
national conferences and their brotherly collaboration. For
example, the Health Organisation of the League of Nations
is entirely international in scope. Work on vitamins has been
made a world-wide quest by being standardized through
international agreement. Progress in this work has been
made intelligible to workers of all nationalities in the same
field, especially by the adoption of the so-called International
Unit as a standard.

INTERNATIONAL LABOUR ORGANISATION

In Great Britain, one of the first to strive for fair con-
ditions of labour through international action was Robert
Owen, who, early in the nineteenth century, established a
model factory in New Lanark and then asked the British
Government that similar conditions to those existing in his
factory should be enforced in others. He failed in the
national effort, so at Aix-la-Chapelle in 1818, addressing a
Conference of the Holy Alliance, he urged " the introduction
in all countries of measures for the protection of the labourers
against the ignorance and exploitation of which they are the
victims".

Agam he feffed. But Robert Owen was not fighting alone.
Blanqui, the French economist, and Daniel Le Grand, a great
employer of labour in Lorraine, both supported Owen's
effort, and Legrand addressed an appeal to all the Govern-
ments of Europe, but these Governments turned a deaf ear
to his appeal. Thus, in spite of the indifferent Governments,
tbe couscie&oe of Europe had,been aroused. Everywhere
Christian leaders urore beginning to demand a co-operative
efibrt to defend the elementary rights of association, fair
wages and hours of labour and protection for women and
cfefldbrea; but nationalist revolutions and wars made inter-
national action oa behalf of the workers of Europe out of the
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